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o This addendum provides a summary of the implications relating to Reading Borough Council’s adoption of a 

new Local Plan in November 2019, which replaces the Core Strategy, Reading Central Area Action Plan and Sites 

and Detailed Policies Document, all of which were assessed as part of the JLL Planning Opportunity – Pre-

Application Statement undertaken in November 2018 (“the Statement”). 

o The Local Plan (2019) remains fairly consistent to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan (2018) and the 

superseded policies that were previously assessed and formed a basis for acceptability of the principle of 

development and change of use at Her Majesty’s Prison (“HMP”). As such, the site continues to offer potential 

for sensitive reuse of the listed prison building with additional high quality and sensitively designed 

development within the grounds, further to the results of the archaeological fieldwork. We believe the principle 

of the redevelopment of HMP Reading for uses including residential or student accommodation, commercial 

offices or a hotel, with ancillary retail/community use and an element of open space still remain opportunities, 

as set out in the Statement.  

o It is worth noting however, that there were some minor alterations, as set out below.  

o Adopted Policy CR13 a (East Side Major Opportunity Area – Reading Prison) enhances the emphasis that 

if the building does change its use it would need to be compatible with its heritage and “should” include 

some cultural or heritage element or related retail and leisure that draws on its significance. Therefore, 

development at HMP Reading will need to include this within its proposal.  

o The Pre-Submission Local Plan Policy EN2 (Areas of Archaeological Significance) noted that development 

which would have an adverse impact would not be allowed. However, in the adopted Local Plan (2019) it 

is expanded stating “unless there is clear and convincing justification in the form of overriding public 

benefits”. Consequently, providing opportunity for development on schedule monuments or important 

archaeological if there is sufficient justification for the overriding public benefits.  

o The adopted Local Plan (2019) has an increase in housing targets to 15,847 home in the borough for the 

period between 2013 and 2036, which is an increase of 433 homes, illustrating that the demand for 

housing remains within the borough.  
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